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February is Black History and Teen Relationship Violence

Awareness month. It is a time to reflect on our past, present and

future. 

This issue of GeneratioNext focuses on youth, who is making Black

History today, and giving back to their community in a big way. As

we continue to grow as a newsmagazine, I look forward to

continue to amplifying the voices and experiences of those whose

stories may not otherwise be heard. 

I am also excited to welcome two new contributors to the

magazine - Robert Boney and  

2020 as definitely a year like no other, and while a new year will no

doubt bring new challenges, it will also bring new hope and new

opportunities. I'm personally excited to continue to share your

stories, and can't wait to see what this new year will bring. I look

forward to a year full of new stories and connecting with you all in

new and innovative ways. 

Until next time...

DR. ANGELA N. PARKER

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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In the midst of a pandemic, 18-year-old activist Jules
Thomas, has continued to bring light to an ongoing
problem of hunger and deprivation of basic necessities to
his community of East Palo Alto, CA. During his freshman
year of high school, Thomas and his mother launched
their non-profit organization, Onyx Village Connections.
Thomas got the idea for  the organization after seeing so
many  homeless people not able to obtain a meal at least
once a day, an injustice that Thomas felt dehumanized
them.

“

TEEN ACTIVIST WORKS  

 TO FEED HIS VILLAGE 

By Chyanne Robinson 
IG:chywiththepen
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Me and my mother saw a problem in EPA[East Palo Alto] -- how some of our

residents hadn’t been able to get hot meals in a while [and we knew we had

to do something],” said Thomas.

Thomas is the first to admit that he has been shaped by the community he

grew up in. While he is proud of his community, from the corner stores, local

restaurants, and community members seeing you grow up, he knows that

struggles that come from living in a low-income community.  As a  full time

senior in high school, Thomas never misses a chance to make life better for

his neighbors. Whether he’s gathering food from local/chain corporations or

raising awareness for political issues or racial inequality, he never misses a

chance to help inspire the one’s around him. 

Thomas was determined to offer these people a hands up and not a hand

out, and in his eyes, Onyx Village Connections is not to be seen as the “big

man” within the community, but as a family member wanting to see others’

prosper.

“Sometimes people who come to our community see this as a project… but

for us it’s family.” 

And Thomas has no intentions of stopping in Palo Alto as he plans to expand

his organization, to not only a national non-profit but to the Motherland of

Africa in the next 5-10 years. 

Thomas hopes that his work in the community will inspire others to follow 

 their dreams and make a difference in their own way.

“For everyone out there who wants to pursue a business, go out and do it.

Have that idea and build that business no matter if you’re 4 or 44. No matter

what, persevere and push through because one day you will be a successful

individual no matter how long it takes,” said Thomas.

19
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Twenty-year-old first generation Jamaican immigrant, Azhane Rowe,
decided to take the step to become a resource for young Black women as
they navigated the college education system by creating the platform,
CollegeBFFS (Black Female Facing Society). Originally intended to be just an
Instagram page, CollegeBFFS has expanded into a digital platform consisting
of blog posts, videos, and other multimedia content in order to empower
young Black college women. She has especially empowered Black women
entrepreneurs in college through her BossBFF initiative as she wants to
showcase how they balance school work with managing their business. She
has also expanded her audience to high school students since she came
across immense information about scholarship and mental health that is
needed at the beginning of one’s college journey. She wants the current high
schoolers to have an easier experience navigating college than she did.

COLLEGE BFF AIMS TO  

 PREPARE BLACK STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE 

By Vivian Ebiske 
IG: Woahitvivian

GENEXT | 3 ISSUE 3 /VOL 3 



 

 She was first inspired to create her

platform when she reflected on her

own college entrance journey. She

stated, “When I was researching for

college, I don’t think I had much

guidance…” She believed that all of

the information about college boiled

down to going for a degree and

picking a major. Though this is the

general concept of college, we have

all come to believe that college has

become more than that. Internships,

career opportunities, and

connections are a major part of

college as well. 

Recently, Azhane has incorporated

the importance of internships, career

opportunities, establishing

connections by creating a GroupMe

and hosting informational sessions

on Instagram Live about the topics. 

With any great thing, there are sure

to be bumps in the road. Azhane had

trouble figuring out the direction she

wanted to take CollegeBFFS and

how to articulate that to the

audience. A particular conflict was a

potential name change. She believed

that CollegeBFFS was turning away

men and other women in minority

groups because of the name.
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She then realized that nothing was solely

for a particular audience, so anyone can

utilize the resource without her having to

change the name and focus.

She also had difficulty selling her

merchandise as she did not create a

strategy. With her Public Relations

background, she has realized that

strategy, audience interactions, and

connections are integral to sales. The last

conflict that she had to battle was her

apprehension toward being the face of

her brand and putting her face on social

media. Once she faced her fear, Azhane

realized that doing it elevated the

platform.

Though she has accomplished so much

during her first year of CollegeBFFS,

Azhane does not plan on stopping any

time soon! She hopes to recruit

ambassadors to represent the brand on

different campuses to connect with more

students, maintain the strong connection

to her Black audience, expand the cause

to help Black women in graduate school,

and collaborate with other organizations

and companies to provide helpful

information for college students to thrive

in society.



 

 Though CollegeBFFS was created based on her college experience, there are

many inspirations in her life that fuel her need to aid Black women through

their higher education journey. Many women in her family, such as her mother

and aunt, have pursued higher education. Her mother has a master’s degree

and aunt has a Ph.D. Her aunt also works in education as she works as a

teacher, and is now training teachers. These women have taught her to

cherish education as it provides opportunities to connect with others. She

stated that “with knowledge comes great power and that can take me to

great places where I want to go in life.”

With her education in Journalism and Mass Communication with a

concentration in Public Relations, Azhane is sure to go far in life working in the

entertainment industry and with women entrepreneurs to help with their

marketing and social media to grow their business. 

For more information about CollegeBFFS, visit www.collegebffs.com,

@collegebffs_ on Instagram and Twitter, and @collegebffs on Tik Tok.
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BLACK LOVE  IS OUR HISTORY 

By Nadia Charles  
IG: nadii.sc
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Grandparents are the creators of families. They serve as the living link between the past
and the family’s future. When I hear family stories from my grandparents, I feel a
greater connection to family history, and it influences the way I want to raise my future
family. However, the biggest takeaway has been seeing the way my grandparents love
each other. My Nana, a Georgia native, and my Papa, an Alabama native, met in Santa
Barbara, California. Both were fleeing from the South when segregation and high acts
of discrimination were taking place against African Americans. After many nights of
sneaking out to see each other and dinner dates, they tied the knot on July 21st.

Fifty-three years of marriage, two children, and three grandchildren later, the love
between them is unconditional and everlasting. The sparkles that appear in their eyes
as they talk about each other still exist, and I hope it never fades away. Every moment
spent with them, I see what I want in a partner.  My Nana and Papa speak to each
other with such respect, and even in moments of bickering, the word “babe” is still
used, displaying an unwavering love.

Till this day, they always find ways to spoil each other with gifts, such as books about
flowers or golf polos, because those are their favorite hobbies. I often ask them what
their secret is to a long-lasting marriage, and their answer is always their family. We are
their motivation to keep loving each other and blessing others. In marriage, you vow to
love someone for better or worse, and they embody that exact meaning. Every day isn’t
sunshine and rainbows, but love is powerful and infinite.

I hope we can all have epic romantic love stories one day.
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Being in love is a beautiful thing, but real, lasting love is
built on respect, understanding boundaries and healthy
communication and it is important that you are able to
recognize the signs when your relationship might not  be
as healthy as you think. In fact, one in three teens have
admitted to being in an unhealthy relationship.  

According to the Teen Dating Violence website, while
both boys and girls can be victims of teen dating violence,
girls have a higher percentage of being victims,  with .girls
between 16 and 24 being three times as likely than any
other demographic to be abused by a boyfriend or other
intimate partner.

 

RECOGNIZING 

UNHEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS  

By Angela N. Parker 
IG:ap925344 
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Physical Abuse: hitting, biting, shoving, hair pulling, scratching;
Emotional or Psychological Abuse: name calling, bullying,
shaming, intentionally embarrassing, constant monitoring;
Sexual Abuse: forcing you to engage in a sexual act against or
without their consent;
Stalking: Repeatedly following or harassing you in a way that
causes them reasonable fear for their safety or well-being.
Financial : using money and gifts, food, clothing and housing to
control you.
Digital:  stalking you on social media, constant texting,
demanding passwords to your phone and social media accounts. 

 Sometime it can be hard to tell if you are in an abusive relationship,
but there are certain types of behaviors that should be red flags to
you if your partner exhibits them, This includes:

Remember any one can find themselves in an abusive relationship,
no matter their gender, age, race, social economic background or
sexual orientation. If you feel like you may need help, talk t o your
parents, or a trusted adult, if you feel uncomfortable doing that, find
resources in your community where you can receive services.  
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REVIEW
 IF THIS IS A STORY ABOUT LOVE,
WHERE’S IT AT?: 
A MALCOLM & MARIE MOVIE REVIEW

BY  VIVIAN EBISKE
IG: WOAHITSVIVIAN

“This is not a love story… it is a story
about love” was the phrase that
stuck to me as I watched the trailer
for the widely-anticipated movie
starring two incredibly talented
actors, Zendaya and John David
Washington, Malcolm & Marie. I
found the phrase incredibly corny,
but I was still excited to watch the
movie, nonetheless. 

After my hard work during the
week, I decided to finally rest and
watch the movie. I did everything
but rest as I watched the chaotic
masterpiece that was this “love
story.” 

The movie begins with Malcolm and
Marie coming home from Malcolm’s
movie premiere. As he was dancing
around the house, still excited after
showing the world his directorial
skills, Marie is visibly upset. 
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“She answers Malcolm’s questions curtly.
She trudges around the house. She lights a
cigarette to calm her nerves. And Malcolm
does not seem to notice.

Eventually, Malcolm finally notices her
anger and is determined to find out its
source. He finally got it after a wonderfully
executed scene of Marie making mac &
cheese: he forgot to thank her during his
speech at the movie premiere. From there,
the viewer watches the couple argue for
the next hour and a half over this issue. 

You might think, “That’s it? That’s why
they’re arguing?” No. There’s more to it
than just a shout-out in a speech. It is the
fact that Marie does not feel appreciated.
She believes that Malcolm does not
appreciate her existence. And we can tell
that he doesn’t, with the way he speaks to
her throughout the duration of the movie.



“When Marie calls him out about the fact
that he thanked everyone else in his life
(even some people who weren’t as
significant), except her, he just says that it
was an accident -- it slipped his mind. He
apologizes, but he never properly thanks her.
Instead, he says something along the lines of,
“You know I’m grateful for what you do.”
Sometimes, people just need to hear it. The
fact that he never utters the words, “thank
you,” to appease her says a lot about his
character. 

Marie then says that she played an
instrumental role in his movie since it was
based on her past battle with addiction.
Based on the plot of his movie, it definitely
seems that way. So much so that it cannot
be a pure coincidence that the main
character is struggling with addiction at the
age of 20, which was the same age when
Marie was too. Malcolm immediately shuts
this idea down by calling her “crazy” and
“insane.” He continues to berate her as he
casually eats the mac & cheese that she
made for him. He even proceeds to get
seconds. 

As the situation continues to escalate, the
arguments become worse. The gloves come
off. They hit below the belt. Malcolm is the
main one who hits it where it hurts. He threw
her past addiction and the fact that she used
to self-harm in her face. He also talked about
his ex-girlfriends and implicitly stated how
much better they were than her. He even
said, “I will snap you like a twig” to convey
how small he can make her feel. The only
thing Marie said that hurt him was he lacked
authenticity. 
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"It is odd for anyone to
believe that going from “I
will snap you like a twig”
to “I want to marry you
right now” is healthy. It
also goes to show that

whoever made the
trailer for this movie

shamelessly catfished
the audience! This is not

love!"



I “must note that between these emotionally exhausting arguments were
tender moments shared between the two. This goes to show how toxic their
relationship is. It is odd for anyone to believe that going from “I will snap you
like a twig” to “I want to marry you right now” is healthy. It also goes to show
that whoever made the trailer for this movie shamelessly catfished the
audience! This is not love!

After I finished watching the movie, feeling unsatisfied with the ending since
there was no closure, I logged onto Twitter to see other people’s opinions.
One person said that their relationship was “real love.” In their eyes, real love is
sticking with the person regardless of what they put you through because of
how much in love you are with them. They also go on to say that the younger
generation does not know what “real love” is because we’re too weak-willed
to continue with its trials and tribulations.

I must reiterate that this is not real love. Though we may all have different
definitions of love, I believe that we can come to a consensus on a primary
element of love, which is care. If you truly care for someone, you would not do
what Malcolm did in this film. If you truly care, you would not put yourself
and your partner through emotionally-charged arguments on a consistent
basis, as Marie alluded to at the beginning of the movie. Times have changed,
and we don’t have to endure the same kind of abuse that people probably
did in past generations because we have options now. I would rather be
called “weak-willed” than to be in a relationship like Malcolm and Marie’s. 

There were many other pivotal elements in the movie, like the phenomenal
cinematography and acting, but I wanted to emphasize the plot and
reactions to the plot because it is a reality for many couples. People are
seeing how awful their past or current relationships are through this film.
Though it was taxing to watch, Malcolm & Marie is an amazing movie
because it teaches the audience a lesson of what their relationship should
not look like, and if it does, they should do something to change their
circumstance.
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EIGHT STAND

OUT MOVIES 
ABOUT

BLACK LOVE 

BY VIVIAN EBISKE
IG: WOAHITSVIVIAN

 Love and Basketball (2000)
Love and Basketball is about two young basketball players (Sanaa Lathan and
Omar Epps) who have loved each other since they were children. Once they
enter college, they finally give their love another chance since the first time they
tried to date when they were kids didn’t quite work out. As they are starting their
respective college basketball careers, Quincy (Omar Epps) is the star while
Monica (Sanaa Lathan) is struggling to fit in. Eventually, Quincy is unfocused as
he is dealing with issues at home, leading to the roles switching. Quincy
develops resentment toward Monica because she’s “spending too much time on
basketball” and not focusing on him. This leads to a huge breakup and loss of
communication for years. A few years later, Monica comes back to visit Quincy
after he sustained a sports injury and finds out that he’s about to get married.
Monica must then determine if she should pursue her man or leave him forever.

To be frank, I’m not the biggest fan of this movie. I think it’s because everyone
constantly overhypes it, which makes me not want to rewatch it. I think that
there are movies that deserve more hype, like Deliver Us From Eva. Other than
that, I think it’s a pretty good movie.
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February is the month of love and celebrating Black excellence! So, why not
combine the two and discuss some of the best Black movies to come out
within the last two decades?



Deliver Us From Eva (2003)
Deliver Us From Eva is about a successful health inspector, Eva Dandridge
(Gabrielle Union), who is incredibly blunt and not so easy to please. She usually
takes her bluntness out on her sisters’ romantic partners, which has caused them
to have resentment toward her over the years as her sisters would turn against
them. Their partners decided to hire a well-known player, Ray (LL Cool J), to make
her fall in love with him and break her heart. They believed that if she got her heart
broken, Eva would want to move far away. Throughout the story, you will watch as
Ray succeeds, but ends up falling for her as well, which leads to some unfortunate
consequences. 

This is, by far, one of my favorite movies! Gabrielle Union’s performance is amazing!
The scene where she’s chewing out a restaurant owner after they ask her to
overlook a health code violation is a testament to how much of a boss this woman
is! I wish I had the confidence and finesse to be like Eva! 

Tyler Perry’s Daddy’s Little Girls (2007)
Daddy’s Little Girls follows Monty (Idris Elba), a well-known local mechanic, who is
tasked to raise his three daughters (The McClain Sisters) by himself. One day, there
is an incident that occurs that causes his daughters to be taken away from him by
Child Protective Services. They are then placed into the hands of their ice-cold
mother (Tasha Smith), who is the girlfriend of a local kingpin. With the help of Julia
(Gabrielle Union), a big-shot lawyer, Monty gets his daughters back and falls in love
with Julia. 

One of my favorite parts of this movie is the dinner scene Julia had with a 40-year
old struggling rapper. He completely embarrasses her with his poor etiquette and
hilarious rap.

ISSUE 3 /VOL3 
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Why Did I Get Married? (2007)
Why Did I Get Married is about four couples who
go on their annual marriage retreat. During their
retreat, they uncover many problems within each
relationship, particularly infidelity and fat-
shaming. A particular couple that dealt with both
issues was Mike (Richard T. Jones) and Sheila (Jill
Scott). Once Mike’s infidelity was uncovered,
Sheila had to get her life back together. With the
help of a local law enforcement officer, Troy
(Lamman Rucker), she lost weight and gained her
confidence. 

The best part of this movie was when Sheila made
Mike look like a fool for leaving her at the end of
the movie. This movie goes to show that,
sometimes, you need to change your
environment in order to improve yourself. 

Think Like a Man (2012)
Think Like a Man is about a group of women who
decide to use Steve Harvey’s best-selling book,
“Act Like a Lady, Think Like a Man,” as they
navigate the dating scene. Once their romantic
partners catch wind of this, they decide to get
back at them by using the content of the book
against them. 

Though they have been in the industry for
decades before this movie, Think Like a Man
personally introduced me to many heavy-hitting
Hollywood stars, like Taraji P. Henson, Michael
Ealy, Megan Good, Romany Malco, Regina Hall,
and Kevin Hart. 

Think Like a Man deserved its success because of
its humor brought by these actors mentioned.
This would be one of the few romantic comedies
that I would watch since many movies in that
genre are incredibly corny. 
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Beyond the Lights (2014)
Beyond the Lights is about an up-and-coming R&B songstress, Noni (Gugu
Mbatha-Raw), who is tired of the mental and emotional taxes of fame, and
attempts to jump off her hotel room balcony. Fortunately, she is saved by a local
cop, Kaz (Nate Parker). From that moment on, they have an instant attraction
toward each other and, eventually, fall in love. Throughout the movie, you will
watch as they make each other better, but their “improved selves” are not
welcome to either of their respective circles because it was not a part of the plan
that their loved ones set for them. 

Apart from the incredible plot and cinematography, the music was phenomenal!
“Masterpiece” by Noni and her ex-boyfriend, Kid Culprit, is still on my playlist ‘til
this day! 

Moonlight (2016)
Moonlight is not necessarily about black love. It’s more about a young Black man
discovering his sexuality through crushing on his long-time best friend. However,
it is still a great movie! I think it’s great to see a movie about a Black man coming
to terms with his gayness in an environment of hypermasculinity. There should
be more movies with Black gay love! Along with the plot of the movie, the acting,
cinematography, and editing are impeccable. There is a reason why they finessed
that Oscar from La La Land! 

Queen & Slim (2019)
Queen & Slim is about a couple who experienced a “first date gone wrong.” On
their way from the restaurant, a police officer pulls them over. The traffic stop
escalates, causing the officer to be shot. The couple are forced to be on the run
to Cuba to avoid prosecution. You will watch as Queen (Jodie Turner-Smith) and
Slim (Daniel Kaluuya) travel to Florida to use a plane belonging to Queen’s uncle
for their escape. During their journey, they will meet different types of people
who will react to what they did to the police officer since it made national news. 

I’m not a huge fan of the movie. There were just too many things that went
unsolved in the film! Plus, some of the scenes were awkwardly edited together. I
also hated the ending, which I will not disclose. Once you watch the ending,
you’ll definitely understand. 

Though I may not be a fan of some of these movies, I believe that all of the
movies listed depict something that must always be reinforced: Black people are
deserving of love. The Black community has been conditioned to focus on our
struggles or accumulate as much money as possible. Sometimes, we never step
back and think about love. And when we do, we believe that we’re not good
enough to receive it. These movies will say otherwise. 
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EXPLORER

|16  

BLACK LIVES 
STILL MATTER 

The Black Lives Matter movement cemented its place in

history in 2021, when it was nominated for a Nobel

Peace Prize. As a young, Black man, this made me feel

good, because it means the world is watching. It makes

me hopeful that we can come together and find things

that can bring us together instead of dividing us.  

2020 was a rough year for lot of people because of the

murder of Gorge Floyd and other Black People like

Breonna Taylor, Dion Johnson and Jeremy Grayson It

seems like not a day went by when an unarmed Black

person wasn’t being killed by a police officer.

I never get used to hearing the news that a Black man or

woman has been killed by someone who is supposed to

protect, not hurt us, and it makes me worry about my

own safety. I worry that when I go inside a store, or I'm

just taking a walk outside, that a cop will walk up on me

and accuse me of something. I imagine me telling him

or her that, “I didn't do it,” but I’m still told to put my

hands behind my back without being given any reason

why I am being arrested. 

It's a shame how, as Black people, we are treated like

we are nothing; like we don’t matter.Ist's not fair that

Black parents are scared that their son or daughter

might get harassed or killed by a white police officer.

I shouldn’t be a threat just because of the color of my

skin. The color of my skin doesn’t mean I am a thug,

or a criminal. 

I am human. I am not an animal. I am also not your

stereotype. Because I’m Black, it doesn’t mean I am

poor. Because I’m black, it doesn’t mean that I live on

the street. Because I’m Black,  doesn’t meant that I

can’t afford nice things like clothes, cars and houses.

Because I’m Black, doesn’t mean that I am

uneducated or incapable of getting a “good” job.

We are all humans. The world is so filled with

negative energy. We need justice; it's 2021 and racism

still exists.When will it stop? When will justice be

served? When will we stop getting judged by the

color of our skin?

All lives don't matter, until Black lives matter.

ROBERT BONEY

 IG:KING._.ROB_
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CREATE 
 WITHOUT BREAKING THE BANK

BY LYNDSEY SANDS 
IG: LINDSEYBURNEROFBREADFOLLOW

 Embroidery ($14+):
If you want to try embroidery like me, you can go to basically any craft store or
order materials online. I use the popular DMC brand embroidery floss which sells
for different rates at different stores. At Walmart, I found floss for 50 cents while
at Michaels and Hobby Lobby the same floss was 60 cents. You can also buy the
floss in bulk rather than individual colors. Those, too, are less expensive at
Walmart, at around $4 for 36 different colors. I also found an organizer to keep
my floss in for $3.99 at Michaels, but I saw more at Walmart as well. The
organizer I bought came with plastic bobbins to keep my floss on so it won’t get
tangled. You’re also going to need embroidery hoops (I like the wooden ones)
and small sewing needles.I found my DMC embroidery-specific embroidery
needles at Walmart for about $2.50. So if you want to experiment with
threading, I recommend shopping at Walmart and a craft store. All-in-all you can
get 36 colors of floss, needles, a hoop, and an organizer for less than $15.
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I love to see the creativity that comes from other people when they create
art, so I want to make sure more people have access to creativity. Of course
there’s pencil and paper but it can seem expensive to try any other
mediums or tools. Here are just a few ways to be an artist without breaking
the bank:
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Painting ($6+):
In June of last year, I was in Five Below when I got the idea to paint shoes. I had

seen custom shoes online, but they were always from more expensive brands

like Nike, Vans, and Converse. When I saw the $5 shoes that looked similar to slip

on vans, I was super excited. I bought a pair and painted them for my friend’s

birthday. I  already had paint—an Artist’s Loft starter kit I had gotten off Amazon

for $20—but when I need to restock I buy the small individual Craft Smart acrylic

paints from Michaels or Walmart for about 50 cents or $1 each. In my humble

opinion, you only need six colors: white, black, red, blue, yellow, and brown. If you

have those six, you can mix them to create whatever other colors you want, to a

certain extent. If you want, you can get paint thinner to make sure the paint on

the shoes does not crack. Walmart and Target also have similarly priced white

shoes in different styles that you can customize.
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Thrift Store Projects:
If you’ve been on TikTok, you’ve probably seen today’s youth embrace

secondhand wear. With embroidery, paint, and other materials, you can revamp

clothing you find at a local thrift store. You can use bleach to imprint patterns

and lighten coloring on jeans and t-shirts. You can embroider hats, jeans, or jean

jackets you find. If you find any plain t-shirts or pants, you can use photo transfer

paper to add your own special touches.

Digital Art:
I have an old ipad (I think it’s the second or third generation), and while it wasn’t

compatible with any of the good drawing apps, I downloaded a lower grade one

that works well enough. It’s definitely not as sophisticated as Procreate or

Photoshop, but it’s good for practice. You can find old ipads on eBay for less than

$100. You can create digital art and post it on social media to attract attention to

your art and people might pay to commission you. 

These are only a few ways you can be creative without spending loads on art

materials. The world is your canvas and I’d love to see how you use it. I want to

see more Black and POC artists tell their stories going forward, so spread the

word! 

Black Artists on Instagram 
I love @itajart has great tutorials

@theghettointrovert has a unique style that reminds me of the likes of the

Boondocks

@noelkart

@indaviduallBlack Webcomics Naomi Osaka’s sister, 

@ctrlyourself on Webtoon, story “Haine” just started January 29, 2021 @zealforart

on Webtoon, completed story called “Late Bloomer”

@moosopp on Webtoon, ongoing story called “Daybreak”

Black Artists on Tiktok
@dejacorin

@king.science

@ohheydj
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know
your
worth.



This was quite interesting that I once became friend with someone just for the
fact like that I like being barefoot (and still enjoy doing so). So when I was 15,
one place I always enjoy going to is the park and I always found it fun to be
barefoot at the park especially on the swings. Swinging on the swings barefoot
was my favorite thing to do for fun and even. On the last week of summer
vacation, since I lived across the street from the park, I left my shoes at my
house and walked to the park barefoot. While I was on the swings, one person
came up to me and said that they like my footwear. 

BEST FRIENDS FROM  
FROM BAREFOOTING 

By Sterling of The Sterling Studies 
IG:thesterlingstudies 
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I stopped swinging while thinking to myself
"what footwear...I'm barefoot" then looked at her. 
She was a black girl a year younger than me and
had a flower in her hair who was new to the area
and starting high school new week. I thanked her
then told her that I was barefoot and left mine at
home then gave her some advice for starting
high school in the area. She told me to look
down; so I did and realize that she was barefoot
as well, but with barefoot sandals on. I
complimented her then we greeted each other.
She asked me how come I am barefoot at the
park. So, I just told her the truth; it's my way to
relieve anxiety and depression. She looked at me,
sat on the swing next to me, and said that she
goes barefoot often for the same reason. We
talked and hung out barefoot together at the
park until it became sunset. 

Next week, the school year began (I'm now a
sophomore), and knew most of the people there
since I helped them with their homework and
gave advice. But guess so I see entering the
classroom? The same girl that I met at the park.
She saw me as well, said hi to each other and we
sat next to each other. From there, we both
walked home and since both have to pass the
park to head home, we both decided to spend
some time barefooting at the park together
before heading home. Through her freshman
year and my sophomore year of high school, we
always went to the park barefoot and even
studied there on the weekends. From then, we
became best friends ever since and still are to
this day.
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Tell me a story...

 

THROUGH

The Looking Glass
 



Love Me True 

 

BY  CHYANNE ROBINSON



Is it the way these words of power roll
off my tongue? 

So swift

So sweet

The clothes so popular today 

Streetwear you say or Y2K

Please, the aesthetic of this new age. 

A glimpse in my direction brightens the
iris of the eye… 

Chemically bound to make the sun
bounce off my skin in the grace of aw.

One may try to drag you down

Dig a hole out of sorrow.

18
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Keep royalty like you in a state of fear of
tomorrow.

Young queen, find love within yourself,
not in the hand of society. 

Young king, don’t be taken astray to
please the next up… 

“A Somebody”. 

Self-love is to nurture yourself like the
most precious plant in the garden.

Affirmations as your soil,

Experience for growth,

A blueprint of America…

A masterpiece on display.

18
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18

BY  EMMANUELLA ILUEBBEY

Path of
Freedom   



For so long
Did we bow our heads into our hands.

Hands calloused and bruised,

Stained with the hardship of the earth.

They turned us into the monsters of
their dreams,

Our labor extorted for their fortunes,

Our being a blunder to the eyes. 

But our heroes,

Men and womenWith skin as brown as
the earth itself
Forsook their own comfort,
And sacrificed their safety
For the greater good of their people. 

Creation could never repay the ones
Who paved roads of gold, 

That we,

You and I,
Could walk
On the path of freedom.

 

18
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